European Catholic Social Days: March 17-20 2022 in Bratislava “to
highlight Christians' vitality in Europe and their efforts for a future of
solidarity”

“The European Catholic Social Days are important because they testify to the vitality of Christians, of
Catholics, in Europe, as well as our commitment to promoting solidarity and the well-being of each
and every citizen of Europe, especially young people and the future we all have at heart", said
Cardinal Jean-Claude Hollerich, Archbishop of Luxembourg, President of COMECE (Commission of
the Bishops' Conferences of the EU), presenting at the Vatican this morning the third edition of the
European Catholic Social Days with the theme "Europe beyond the pandemic: a new beginning”, to
be held in Bratislava, Slovakia, from 17 to 20 March 2022. The initiative is promoted by the
Commission of the Bishops' Conferences of the European Union ( COMECE), the Council of
European Bishops' Conferences (CCEE) and the Slovakian Bishops' Conference, in cooperation with
the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development. “As we look at Europe beyond the
pandemic on the way to a new beginning, the event will offer an opportunity to reflect on the
importance of solidarity and social justice at a time of transition for Europe,” said Cardinal Hollerich.
“Selfish behaviour and materialism - the focus of the Days - must be overcome by solidarity, as the
ongoing health crisis has shown. We must allow the principle of solidarity to guide our actions, and
stand united throughout Europe to share the burden of its socio-economic implications.”

\

The initiative - explained Monsignor Stanislav Zvolensky, Archbishop of Bratislava, President of the

Slovakian Bishops' Conference - has chosen as its logo the image of St. Martin of Tours portraying
his conversion to Christianity after an encounter with a half-naked beggar at the gate of the city of

Amiens, in northern France. Details on the event, on how to register and participate, will be published
on the official website catholicsocialday.eu, already operational. The Days will kick off on March 17

with the inaugural celebration in the cathedral. From March 18 to 19, participants will be asked to
reflect on the challenges facing contemporary Europe, focusing on three key themes: demographic

change and the family; technological and digital transformation; ecology and climate change. The

meeting will include plenary sessions, working groups and round tables. On March 20, the outcomes
of the workshops will be presented and discussed in plenary session.
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