
 
Conference on the future of Europe: “bottom-up” democracy. Events
across EU countries

The fourth European Citizens' Panel, on “EU in the world/migration”, will meet in Strasbourg on
15-17 October. This event marks the conclusion of the first of a set of meetings of 800 European
citizens called to reflect on all nine themes of the Conference on the Future of Europe. The panels
will meet again for two more sessions. The outcome of the first round of meetings will culminate in
the second assembly on October 22 - 23, with the participation of citizens, representatives of
European institutions and national parliaments, European organisations and NGOs. The programme
of the assembly - to be held in the Hemicycle in Strasbourg - features a report on the European youth
event, EYE 2021, held this past October 8 and 9, and a report from panel and event representatives
at national level. In fact, in addition to the digital platform, the European panels and the plenary
sessions, national events and panels form part of the various opportunities for debate and discussion
that the Conference intends to promote. An internal report highlights the efforts made by all Member
States, albeit with considerable differences. The 60-page report reflects widespread dynamism,
which in some cases is confined to institutional venues, while in other cases it is geared towards
ensuring the active participation of citizens. 

). 

, which currently holds the six-month presidency, held a national inauguration conference organised
by the government in May, attended by senior national and regional authorities, and dedicated its
annual Strategy Forum in Bled ( September 1-2) entirely to the conference. The role of websites.
Many countries have developed their own websites, such as the Czech Republic and Austria (eu-
zukunftskonferenz.at in Austria, euroskop.cz in the Czech Republic), linked to the Conference
platform. The Austrian website features both background information and news on the progress of
the Conference, including details on events in Austria and a programme of planned initiatives
nationwide organised by the Federal Government, regional and local authorities, national and
regional parliaments, civil society organisations, social partners, associations and citizens. 

 has allocated government funds with a view to facilitating and encouraging an “inclusive and
decentralised” debate, with over €500,000 distributed to a heterogeneous group of stakeholders
(including NGOs, media outlets, youth organisations, cultural institutions, think tanks and research
institutes) in September 2021 for the implementation of more than 180 panel discussions across
Denmark, half of which were specifically addressed to young people. Italy does its share. What
about Italy? The Italian government has already drawn up an "official position paper" and appointed
a Wisepersons’ Committee, co-chaired by former European Commissioner, Amb. Ferdinando Nelli
Feroci, and former Minister of Justice, Prof. Paola Severino that held its first meeting on 27 July
2021. At that time, the Committee established four thematic working groups: institutional affairs; 
foreign policy; social and economic issues; climate, energy and environment and  working calendar
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with a view to drawing conclusions by the end of 2021. A large event involving young people from the
EU and the Western Balkans will take place in Rome on 22-26 November 2021, while another large
event, scheduled to take place on December 3rd, 2021, will involve young people from the EU and the
Mediterranean countries. A far-reaching media campaign with the aim of fostering a public debate on
the themes will shortly be released. National and local institutions are promoting meetings and
seminars, along with initiatives promoted by academia and school environments. Approximately 280
Italian events are registered on the website of the Conference on the Future of Europe, out of over
2,900 from all 27 EU Member States.

Sarah Numico
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