Ministry of Catechist. Dom da Silva (CNBB Vice-President): “A gift that
testifies to the tireless dedication of so many people”

It may appear to occasion a "minor change ", yet in many ways "it changes everything." In Latin
America and especially in Brazil, Pope Francis' recent landmark Apostolic Letter issued motu proprio
Antiguum Ministerium, instituting the ministry of catechist, has been received with this twofold
sentiment. Indeed, the Church of Brazil is one in which catechists have an established role and are
"recognised authorities.” This is true, above all but not exclusively, in the Amazon rainforest areas,
where the scarcity of priests is made up for by lay faithful acting as guiding lights for the communities
(although distinction must be made between catechist, minister of the Word and community leader).
Thus, in some respects, the Pope's Motu Proprio is a confirmation of a pre-existing reality. Moreover,
the formal institution of the ministry of catechist is an important step, a recognition that is above all a
gift, but it is also a responsibility. The "gift" of the Pope. This was precisely the sentiment with which
the document of Francis was received by dom Mario Antdnio da Silva, bishop of Roraima and
second Vice-President of the National Conference of Bishops of Brazil (CNBB). SIR has chosen this
Amazon diocese, the northernmost in Brazil, to reflect on the Holy Father's recent decision.

“l express my gratitude to Pope Francis for having sensitively instituted this ministry directed at
persons who dedicate themselves to the work of evangelization with gratuitousness, simplicity and
wisdom," said Dom da Silva. For the Brazilian Church, for our diocese of Roraima, and also for our
'‘Querida Amazonia', the institution of the ministry of catechist is indeed a precious gift that attests to
the tireless dedication to the exercise of catechesis of so many people, men and women. It also
constitutes official recognition with respect to the working of the Holy Spirit, operating through gifts
and charisms. | for my part consider it to be a recognition of the vibrant awareness that our catechists
have of their commitment to this mission in our communities.” The bishop said: “The catechist
provides a vocational service. It has been a reality in Brazil for many years, in fact we have been
pursuing an evangelising and vocation-oriented catechesis since the 1980s. The document attests to
the reality we are experiencing in our communities with our dedicated catechists.” With regard to the
practical implementation of the Motu Proprio, "through the CNBB, the Brazilian Church can contribute
with studies, documents, sharing of experiences. Numerous courses and materials are available, with
focus recently placed on Christian initiation. We continue being missionary disciples, in the journey of
truth and life". A breath of fresh air. From Boa Vista, the capital of Roraima, comes the testimony of
a catechist, Gisela Rossetti, among the Catechesis coordinators in the diocese: "We welcome this
document and this announcement with much joy and hope," she said. “We consider it necessary, as
a recognition. Indeed, other documents to this effect have been issued by the Brazilian Church, the
most recent being last year's Directory on Catechesis. These documents value the presence of
catechists in the evangelising mission of the Church. This formal recognition is very important, and it
is only appropriate to reiterate that this option is inherently linked to the Second Vatican Council and
the prospect of the vocation of so many men and women who dedicate themselves to catechesis. |
feel and believe that the institution of the ministry is a form of greater commitment. It confers worth on
us and helps us, but at the same time it is a commitment, starting with formation, which must be
carried out with consistency and responsibility. The document refers to a life of prayer, study and
active participation in the life of the community. | am therefore confident that this recognition will help
us plan effective and carefully prepared formation, with catechists working in our communities, as
well as helping us in the process of discernment. This document offers us renewed impetus, it is like
a breath of fresh air.” Mission embraced as a vocation. Don Lucio Nicoletto, fidei donum
missionary from the diocese of Padua and vicar general of the diocese of Roraima, explained in

greater detail the novelties of the Vatican recognition. “From a practical point of view, it doesn't
change much, the Pope has given his blessing to a pastoral project that has been in place in Brazil



https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/motu_proprio/documents/papa-francesco-motu-proprio-20210510_antiquum-ministerium.html
https://www.cnbb.org.br/
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for many years. The figure of the catechist has consistently been highly regarded in our communities
- those that chosen the model of basic ecclesial communities and others. It can be said that the
catechist has always been a hybrid figure that brings together the various pastoral and ecclesial
dimensions, especially in the Latin American Church.”
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