Burkina Faso in mourning: 15 people massacred in a church. The
military junta looks to Russia

Burkina Faso is in mourning again. The Christian community has been shattered by the violent
massacre of 15 worshippers in a Catholic church in Essakane, in the far north of the country, last
Sunday. Twelve people died instantly and three others died of their wounds in hospital. A second
attack took place at the mosque of the Islamic community, but no further details have yet been
released. Father Jean-Pierre Sawadogo, Apostolic Vicar of the Diocese of Doro, wrote in a
statement: “We pray that the wounds will heal and that the grieving hearts will be strengthened.” He
added that he prayed for the “conversion” of the hearts of those who continue to sow death and
destruction in the country. “We invite everyone,” he said, “to pray for those who have lost their lives
for the faith.” Putschists and the advance of jihadists. Burkina Faso, a former French colony
almost the size of Italy (274,000 sq km), is landlocked and has been ruled by a military coup junta led
by interim president Ibrahim Traoré since 30 September 2022. Countering the advance of the
jihadists without substantial support from outside the country remains a daunting task, according to
various local sources and testimonies provided to us. “The peculiarity of these attacks,” explains a
local missionary, “is that no one is claiming responsibility, but we know from experience that we are
dealing with jihadist terrorism aimed at controlling the terrltory for crlmlnal purposes even though
there had been no attacks in this area for quite a while.” jga& . i
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missionary of the Villaregia Community in Otuagadogou. Father Paolo is parish priest in a suburban

area of the capital city. He explains that he is “currently studying of the local languages in order to be
closer to the people and understand their needs.” “It is only through dialogue,” he says, “and b

trying to reach out and understand the most needy and the very young, that we can be of some

concrete help.”

- . : from Niger. The missionary of the African
Missionary Society is firmly convinced that autarky “has always failed to bring about anything of
value.” And this time will be no exception. His prediction is gloomy: “I fear that the worst is yet to
come if this succession of autonomist-militarist choices continues. In the end, this latent
totalitarianism will be to the detriment of the poorest sections of the population.” “Here people still
believe in life.” “Another worrying aspect for the Church in Burkina Faso is the people's rejection of
religions perceived as part of the colonial era. | am referring to both Islam and Christianity,” says Fr
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Paolo Motta. “At present, we are witnessing a revival of all traditional African religions, from animism
to Kimbanguism, seen as an expression of indigenous pride.” And yet, according to Armanino, “the
people here continue to believe in life, recklessly, improvising and, in the end, with an absolute faith
in what is above us and is not the product of calculations and predictions. Here, the desert advances
every day, we cultivate and export peanuts that contribute to its progress, we are surrounded by
armed terrorist groups, and we wait for the rainy season to sow the seeds.” (*) editorial staff “Popoli e
Missione”

llaria De Bonis (*)
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